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Take photographs looking down the 
sidewalk to show how a building relates 
to the public street (front yard, porch, 
stoop, outdoor seating, etc.).

• How far back from the street is the 
building?

• Take photos of parks and civic 
spaces too.

Take photographs of streets to show 
what kind of streets are in your area.

• Look for street trees and 
landscaping.

• Take photos of the street furnishings 
(like lamp posts or trash bins).

• Notice how the street follows the 
hills, creeks, or other features.

Take photographs of buildings 
together, to show how far apart 
buildings are, and to show how tall 
a building is compared to a nearby 
building.

Take front, or elevation, photos to 
show how tall and wide a building is.

• Look for unique details in the 
architecture

• Capture shots of important 
landmarks or historic structures.

Take 45-degree angle photographs to 
show how deep a building is.

NEIGHBORHOOD PHOTO DOCUMENTATION GUIDE
The light orange highlight on the photos below shows what to look for in each type of photo. Photographing the same 
building from different positions makes it possible to better analyze the building’s form and its location on the lot.
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Assessing Public Amenities and Connectivity
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Central Area Action Plan II (1998)

South Capitol Hill  
Urban Center Village
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Residential Urban Village
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23rd Avenue Action Plan (2015)
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(SDOT, 2016)
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Opticos Design, Inc.

Urban Structure Diagram
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Assessing Community Gathering Places

H
ow

 a
re

 t
he

 q
ua

lit
ie

s 
of

 p
ub

lic
 o

pe
n 

sp
ac

es
 a

nd
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 d
ef

in
ed

? 
H

ow
 is

 
ar

ts
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

re
 d

is
pl

ay
ed

? 
O

bs
er

va
ti

on
s:

 D
oc

um
en

t l
oc

at
io

ns
 o

f e
ss

en
tia

l e
le

m
en

ts
 to

 e
m

ul
at

e.
 Id

en
tif

y 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f w
ha

t y
ou

 li
ke

 a
nd

 w
ha

t’s
 n

ot
 w

or
ki

ng
. U

se
 th

e 
sp

ac
e 

be
lo

w
 to

 
sk

et
ch

 a
nd

 in
te

rp
re

t w
ha

t y
ou

 se
e 

or
 to

 ta
ke

 n
ot

es
. I

f y
ou

 w
ou

ld
 p

re
fe

r t
o 

ta
ke

 p
ho

to
s, 

sh
ar

e 
th

em
 w

ith
 #

CA
D

G
C.

 

2
3

  

©
 2

01
7 

O
pt

ic
os

 D
es

ig
n

6
  



©
 2

01
7 

O
pt

ic
os

 D
es

ig
n

H
ow

 a
re

 t
he

 q
ua

lit
ie

s 
of

 p
ub

lic
 o

pe
n 

sp
ac

es
 a

nd
 b

ui
ld

in
gs

 d
ef

in
ed

? 
H

ow
 is

 
ar

ts
 a

nd
 c

ul
tu

re
 d

is
pl

ay
ed

? 
Fo

od
 fo

r T
ho

ug
ht

...

Assessing Community Gathering Places
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Assessing Architectural Character
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